All Polish collector coins feature:
m face value

m image of the Eagle established as the state
emblem of the Republic of Poland

m inscription: Rzeczpospolita Polska

m year of issue

Issuing collector items is an occasion

to commemorate important historic figures
and anniversaries, as well as to develop

the interest of the public in Polish culture,
science and tradition.

Information on the schedule of issue
can be found at the
nbp.pl/schedule-of-issue website.

Should you have any questions,
please contact our consultants
at the following phone number:
+48 22 185 17 05.

Collector coins issued by NBP
are sold at NBP regional branches
and in the NBP online shop.

On 8 November 2023, Narodowy Bank Polski
will be putting into circulation a circulation
standard commemorative coin of the series
“Discover Poland” — “The Post-Cistercian
Monastery Complex in Goscikowo-Paradyz”,
with a face value of 5 zloty.

Narodowy Bank Polski is the central bank

of the State, responsible for its monetary policy

and price stability. The Bank’s functions are
described in the Constitution of the Republic

of Poland and the Act on NBP. NBP holds

the exclusive right to issue the currency

of the Republic of Poland. As the central bank,

it does not provide accounts for the general public,
accept deposits from or extend loans to individuals.
It acts as a banker to the State budget and public
sector entities. NBP also holds and manages

the foreign exchange reserves of the State. Finally,

it functions as a banker to banks, creating conditions
for the operation of the Polish banking system.
Narodowy Bank Polski is one of the most important
research and analytical centres in the fields

of economics and financial markets.

For more information on NBP visit: nbp.pl
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250" Anniversary of the Commission of National Education

On 12 October 2023, Narodowy Bank PolsKi is putting
into circulation a silver coin “250"" Anniversary of

the Commission of National Education”, with a face
value of 10 ztoty.

The Commission of National Education (“KEN”) was
established at the initiative of King Stanistaw August
Poniatowski by resolution of the Partition Sejm
of 14 October 1773. The Commission was the first
educational authority of the State, not only in Poland but
also in the whole Europe. The activity of the Commission
was financed with assets obtained as a result of the
dissolution of the Jesuit order. Initially, the Commission
comprised four senators and four members of the Sejm.
The commissioners were not salaried.

The newly established authority was given the task of
preparing a uniform system of education. The reform
was to be based on a new system and order of sciences
based on the then-current knowledge, discoveries and
achievements of the scientists of the time. Experts devised
a three-level system of education. At the primary level,
there were parish schools, at the secondary level there
were voivodeship schools, whereas the tertiary level
comprised universities in Krakow and Vilnius. Not only
local specialists but also top European scientists were
involved in the work of the Commission. The Commission
introduced natural science, physics, an extended
curriculum in mathematics, general and national history,
geography, elements of agricultural and medical sciences,
moral and physical education. Students were to learn
practical skills as well. The Commission explicitly stated
the necessity to educate farmers and girls from burgher
and peasant classes. The teaching of Latin was reduced in
favour of the Polish language. The first Polish grammar
was developed, an important tool in the struggle to give
the language the appropriate status. The Commission
proposed supplying every school with teaching aids and
expanding the collections of the school libraries.

Unfortunately, some of the far-reaching projects failed
to be completed. The Commission faced resistance from
the more conservative-minded gentry, but it operated
without any major difficulty until 1793. Yet, the authority
was adversely affected by a number of factors destabilising
the State in the final years of the Commonwealth.

The Targowica Confederation stripped the Commission
of some of its powers, divided it into a Polish Crown
Commission and a Lithuanian one, but did not liquidate the
authority. The last meeting of KEN was held on 14 April 1794,
a month after the outbreak of the Kosciuszko Uprising.

Over the twenty years of its activity, the Commission
of National Education educated a great number of enlightened
citizens. Those people, with a sound knowledge of the Polish
freedom, sovereignty and culture, passed these values and
national consciousness on to the next generations.

The reverse of the coin shows a composition consisting
of books, decorated with a laurel branch, and a quote from
the first proclamation of the Commission of National
Education of 24 October 1773. The obverse features the stamp
of the Commission of National Education. Within the

Face value: 10 zt
Metal: Ag 999/1,000
Finish: proof, high relief
Diameter: 32.00 mm
Weight: 31.10 g

Edge (side): plain

Mintage: up to 10,000 pcs

Designer: Dominika Karpiriska-Kopiec
Issuer: Narodowy Bank Polski

The coins, commissioned
by Narodowy Bank Polski,
were struck by Mennica Polska SA

stamp, there is a round escutcheon with five fields
containing the emblem of the Polish Crown and
Lithuania, with the central escutcheon bearing the Ciotek
coat of arms belonging to the family of King Stanistaw
August. Around the seal there is a circumscription along
the rim: Collegium Praefectorum Publicae Institutioni
(literally: College of Governors of Public Education).
The circumscription refers to the original statutory
name: “Commission supervising the education of
national noble youth”.

Magdalena Slusarska, PhD



