
Collector coins

Information on the schedule of issue  
can be found at the  
nbp.pl/schedule-of-issue website.

Should you have any questions,  
please contact our consultants  
at the following phone number:  
+48 22 185 17 05.

Collector coins issued by NBP  
are sold at NBP regional branches  
and in the NBP online shop.

Narodowy Bank Polski is the central bank  
of the State, responsible for its monetary policy  
and price stability. The Bank’s functions are 
described in the Constitution of the Republic  
of Poland and the Act on NBP. NBP holds  
the exclusive right to issue the currency  
of the Republic of Poland. As the central bank,  
it does not provide accounts for the general public, 
accept deposits from or extend loans to individuals. 
It acts as a banker to the State budget and public 
sector entities. NBP also holds and manages  
the foreign exchange reserves of the State. Finally,  
it functions as a banker to banks, creating conditions 
for the operation of the Polish banking system. 
Narodowy Bank Polski is one of the most important 
research and analytical centres in the fields  
of economics and financial markets. 
For more information on NBP visit: nbp.pl

Narodowy Bank Polski

Discover Poland

We protect the value of Polish money

Issuing collector items is an occasion  
to commemorate important historic figures 
and anniversaries, as well as to develop 
the interest of the public in Polish culture, 
science and tradition.

All Polish collector coins feature: 

 face value

  image of the Eagle established as the state 
emblem of the Republic of Poland

 inscription: Rzeczpospolita Polska

 year of issue 

The Benedictine  
Abbey in Tyniec

On 28 May 2024, Narodowy Bank Polski  
will be putting into circulation a silver coin 
“In Poland I Believe” – “A Free and Sovereign 
Poland”, with a face value of 10 złoty.



On 22 May 2024, Narodowy Bank Polski is putting 
into circulation a commemorative coin of the 
series “Discover Poland” – “The Benedictine Abbey 
in Tyniec”, with a face value of 5 złoty.

The Benedictine Abbey in Tyniec, founded in 1044, 
is the oldest existing monastery in Poland. Thus, it is 
a unique witness to the development of monasticism in 
Europe and to the long and turbulent history of Poland:  
from the dawn of statehood, through its golden age, 
the partitions, to its rebirth in the 20th century.

The primary function of the abbey, despite its 
dissolution and destruction in the 19th century, has 
not changed. Its location on a rocky limestone hill 
in the bend of the Vistula River and the surrounding 
landscape, in which the monastery buildings are 
integrated, are part of a unique spirit of the Tyniec 
Abbey – a place of encounter between the beauty of 
nature, a thousand-year-old history, monuments, and 
a still vibrant spiritual culture and hospitality.

The oldest preserved parts of the monastery date 
back to the turn of the 11th and 12th centuries. In 1125, 
the consecration of the Romanesque basilica took place. 
Subsequent reconstructions and architectural details 
reflect the changes in Polish art over the centuries – 
the cloisters and church walls are Gothic, the vaults 
and polychromes are Renaissance, and the decor 
with furnishings is Mannerist and Baroque. During 
archaeological excavations conducted after World 
War II, the remains of the oldest architecture of the 
monastery complex were uncovered: the foundations 
and lower parts of the walls of a Romanesque basilica 
and refectory, floors, as well as burial sites from the 11th 
and 12th centuries with valuable grave goods.

During the reconstruction of the monastery in the 
post-war period, a set of twin Romanesque capitals 
dating from around 1100 was discovered. One of them 
shows a beautiful relief palmette motif, which was 
reproduced on the current 10 złoty banknote. And 
thus, the centuries-old Tyniec capital has become an 
everyday companion of almost every Pole.

Br. Michał Tomasz Gronowski OSB, PhD, DSc

The special role of Tyniec Abbey in the consciousness of 
Poles is evidenced by the period of partitions, during which 
the monastery was dissolved. Nevertheless, it remained 
in the collective memory, as evidenced, among others, by 
Henryk Sienkiewicz’s novel ‘The Teutonic Knights’ (the plot 
of the book begins in Tyniec, with a rich description of the 
monastery and the legends associated with it) and Saturnin 
Świerzyński’s painting ‘View of Tyniec’ from 1867, housed 
in the National Museum in Kraków. It depicts a typical 
landscape of the period, close to Poles, heartening them 
during the partitions. Tyniec and its ruins also inspired 
other writers and artists such as Stefan Żeromski and 
Teodor Parnicki.

Discover Poland – The Benedictine Abbey in Tyniec

Face value: 5 zł
Metal: ring MN25, core CuAl6Ni2
Finish:  standard
Diameter: 24.00 mm
Weight: 6.54 g
Edge (side): irregularly milled,  
with the inscription “NBP”,  
repeated eight times, every  
second one inverted by  
180 degrees, separated by stars
Mintage: up to 1,000,000 pcs

Obverse designer: Dobrochna Surajewska 
Reverse designer: Paweł Pietras 
Issuer: Narodowy Bank Polski 

The coins, commissioned  
by Narodowy Bank Polski,  
were struck by Mennica Polska S A


