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The National Bank of Poland 
holds the exclusive right to issue the currency  

in the Republic of Poland. 

In addition to coins and notes for general circulation,  

the NBP issues collector coins and notes.  

Issuing collector items is an occasion to commemorate  

important historic figures and anniversaries, as well  

as to develop the interest of the public in Polish culture,  

science and tradition.

Since 1996, the NBP has also been issuing occasional 2 złoty  

coins, struck in Nordic Gold, for general circulation. 

 

All coins and notes issued  

by the NBP are legal tender in Poland.

 

The coins were struck at the Mint of Poland in Warsaw.
Edited and printed: NBP Printing Office

Information on the issue schedule
can be found at the 

  www.nbp.pl/monety 
website.

Collector coins issued by the National Bank of Poland  
are sold exclusively at the Internet auctions held  

in the Kolekcjoner service at the following website:
www.kolekcjoner.nbp.pl

 

 

● The National Bank of Poland is putting into 
circulation collector coins commemorating the 
90th anniversary of the Battle of Warsaw, of the 
following face values:

2 zł – struck in standard finish, in Nordic Gold, 

on 9 August 2010; 

20 zł – �struck in proof finish, in silver  
(with a three-dimensional raster pad print),

on 12 August 2010.

90th Anniversary  
of the Battle of Warsaw
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retreat. The pursuit came to an end on 25 August near Kolno, where 
the last operating Bolshevik troops crossed the German border to 
be interned there. Most of the Red Army forces, weakened but not 
destroyed, withdrew eastwards, where they participated in the final 
phase of the war. 
●	Soviet casualties and losses in the battle of Warsaw totalled about 
25,000 killed, 60,000 captured, and 5 000 internees. Poland’s losses 
totalled 4,500 dead, 22,000 wounded and 10,000 missing, most 
of whom have remained unaccounted for until this day.  
●	As a result of the Battle of Warsaw and the subsequent battle of the 
Niemen river in October 1920 an armistice accord was concluded. 
This act was confirmed by the peace treaty signed in Riga on 
18 March 1921, whereby Poland had its eastern border demarcated, 
whereas Russia was to pay monetary compensation of 25 million 
roubles in gold and surrender works of art and other Polish national 
treasures which were confiscated at the Polish territories during the 
times of partitions. 
●	According to Edgar Vincent Lord D’Abernon, who eyewitnessed 
the battle of Warsaw, the event was one of the most important battles 
in the history of the World.

Witold Głębowicz 
Polish Army Museum in Warsaw

●	The Battle of Warsaw of 1920 was not only a decisive armed clash 
of the Polish-Soviet war but also a key factor which determined the 
subsequent course of history of the Polish people. Poland’s victory 
over the Bolsheviks saved Europe from the risk of forced imposition 
of the unwanted socio-political system. 
●	The year 1920 saw a military confrontation of Soviet Russia and 
the Republic of Poland. The Polish state sought to fight the Bolsheviks 
and reduce the threat posed by Russia for centuries. Whereas the 
Chief of State and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces Józef 
Piłsudski aimed to exclude Ukraine and Lithuania from the sphere of 
Soviet influence, the intention of Russia’s Bolshevik authorities was 
to spread the communist revolution across Europe, which would be 
prompted by the intervention of the Red Army. 
●	Following the initial successes in Ukraine, the Polish army was 
forced to retreat in June 1920 under pressure from the advancing 
Red Army. The Soviet High Command intended to crush the defence 
of the Polish troops in Warsaw region in order to capture the capital 
of Poland by way of blitzkrieg. 
●	Should the resistance collapse, Poland’s very survival was at stake. 
Hence, thousands of volunteers joined the defence of Warsaw, 
to supplement regular forces, already decimated during the earlier 
retreat.  Nearly all the people engaged in the Battle of Warsaw, both 
directly – rising up in arms, as well as indirectly - supporting the 
army supplies, building fortifications, etc. 

●	Having broken Soviet ciphers, the High Command of the Polish 
Army could foresee the deployments of the Russian military forces 
and took advantage of their dispersal. The credit for devising the  plan 
of the battle goes jointly to the Commander-in-Chief Jozef Pilsudski 
and the Chief of the General Staff General Tadeusz Rozwadowski. 
General Kazimierz Sosnkowski and French general Maxime Weygand, 
an adviser to the Chief of Staff, also contributed to its development. 
The plan was a very risky gamble, which involved fighting a defensive-
offensive battle. Whilst the main Bolshevik forces were to be halted 
on the outskirts of Warsaw, the restored reserve group on the right 
wing was to hit the southern Russian flank. The battle of Warsaw was 
fought from 13 to 25 August 1920 and included three phases: defend 
the outskirts of Warsaw and the Vistula-Wkra line (13–15 August), 
spearhead an offensive from the Wieprz river and push the opponent 
beyond the Narew river (16–18 August), pursue and attempt to break 
the 4th Soviet Army (19–25 August). 
●	The defence of Warsaw, and especially military operations near 
Radzymin, are considered decisive for the defeat of the Red Army. 
The death of one of key figures, Ignacy Skorupka, a regiment 
chaplain, who fell in this battle went down in the history of Poland as 
a symbol of a patriotic act. The Battle of Warsaw indeed culminated 
in a manoeuvre whereby the main forces concentrated near the 
Wieprz river to launch a counter-offensive on 16 August. Quadrupling 
the Soviet forces in numbers, Poles easily forced the Bolsheviks into 
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metal Ag 925/1000 and paint: different shades of white, red, green, 
blue, brown and grey ■  finish proof  ■ diameter 38.61 mm 

weight  28.28 g ■  mintage (volume)  50,000 pcs

obverse: On the right-hand side, an image of the Eagle established as the state 
emblem of the Republic of Poland. Below the Eagle, an inscription: 20 ZŁ. To the left of 
the Eagle, a perpendicular inscription: RZECZPOSPOLITA POLSKA  2010 (Republic of 
Poland 2010). On the left-hand side, against the background of a stylised fragment of 
a map, an image of the face of Józef Piłsudski in profile. At the bottom, an inscription: 
15.VIII.1920 r. The mint’s mark: M/W under the Eagle’s left leg.

Reverse: On the left-hand side, an inscription: 1920.  To the right of the inscription, 
a perpendicular inscription:  90. ROCZNICA BITWY WARSZAWSKIEJ (90th Anniversary 
of the Battle of Warsaw). On the right-hand side, a stylised image of a Polish soldier with 
a rifle, against the background of a fragment of a painting by Jerzy Kossak „Cud nad 
Wisłą” („The Miracle on the Vistula”).

Coin designer: Grzegorz Pfeifer  

metal  CuAl5Zn5Sn1 alloy  ■  finish  standard  ■  diameter  27.0 mm   
weight  8.15 g  ■  mintage  (volume)  1,200,000 pcs 

obverse: An image of the Eagle established as the state emblem of the Republic of 
Poland. On the sides of the Eagle, the notation of the year of issue: 20-10; below the 
Eagle, an inscription: ZŁ 2 ZŁ; in the rim, an inscription: RZECZPOSPOLITA POLSKA 
(Republic of Poland), preceded and followed by six pearls.  The mint’s mark: M/W under 
the Eagle’s left leg.

Reverse: In the centre, a stylized image of a border post, with the Polish state emblem 
as appeared during the Polish-Soviet War. Against the background of the border post, 
at the bottom, a stylized image of a soldier on horseback, holding a lance with a pennant. 
To the left of the border post, an inscription:  EUROPA (Europe); to the right, an image 
of a fragment of a hammer and a sickle. On the left-hand side, a semi-circular inscription: 
BITWA WARSZAWSKA 1920 (Battle of Warsaw 1920).  At the bottom, to the right, a semi-
circular inscription:  90. ROCZNICA (90th Anniversary). 

On the edge:  The inscription, NBP, repeated eight times, every second one inverted 
by 180 degrees, separated with stars.

Obverse designer: Ewa Tyc-Karpińska
Reverse designer: Grzegorz Pfeifer


